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I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  I n t e n t  ( m i s s i o n  a n d  g o a l s )  o f
voca t i ona l  educa t i on  p rog rams i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f
much  deba te . D e b a t e  b o t h  w i t h i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  h a s
occu r red  p r imar i l y  because  o f  t he  fea r  o f  l os ing  voca t i ona l  educa t ion
programs in  agr i cu l tu re  a t  the  secondary  schoo l  leve l  un less  changes
occur  and more s tudents  are  served. What  shou ld  be  the  purpose  o f  voca-
t i ona l  ag r i cu l t u re  p rog rams  in  pub l i c  secondary  educa t i on  i n  t h i s  coun -
t r y?  How shou ld  ins t ruc t ion  in  ag r i cu l tu re  be  de l i ve red?

The Issues Def ined

I t  i s  be l ieved  by  the  au thors  the  "profession  shou ld  l ead  t he  pro-
fession,"  n o t  b e  l e d  b y  o u t s i d e  a g e n c i e s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . There fo re ,
i t  i s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ’ s  o b l i g a t i o n  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h o s e
p r i o r i t y  i s s u e s  w h i c h  c o n f r o n t  i t , t h e n  d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  t o
resolve those issues.

The two issues o f  th is  debate  are :

I s s u e  #1: Shou ld  the  pu rpose  o f  I ns t ruc t i on  i n  ag r i cu l tu re  be
pr imar i l y  fo r  p repar ing  peop le  fo r  ca ree rs  i n  ag r i -
cu l tu re  i nc lud ing  en t rep reneursh ip ,  o r  shou ld  the
purpose  be  fo r  voca t iona l  p repara t ion  p lus  severa l
other aspects, such  as  p rac t i ca l  agr icu l tu ra l  a r ts
a t  a l l  g rade  leve ls?

Issue #2: S h o u l d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e
i m p a c t  u p o n  t h e  d e l  i v e r y  s y s t e m ,  o r  s h o u  I d  t h e
de l i ve ry  be  i ndependen t  o f  pu rpose?

One  o f  t he  key  e lemen ts  o f  t h i s  deba te  h inges  upon  te rm ino logy .
In address ing these issues,  i t  was assumed that : (a)  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i -
c u l t u r e  i s  n o t  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ;  (b)  t h e  t e r m s
" v o c a t i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r e "  a n d "vocat ional  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ”  a r e
synonymous; (c) t h e  t e r m  "preparation" makes  re fe rence  to  voca t iona l
agr icu l tu re  p rograms;  (d)  the term “careers  in  agriculture"  is  the  same
as  * ‘occupat ions  in  agr i cu l tu re ” ;  and  (e) "instruction  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ”  o r
"education  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ”  c o n n o t e s  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e . L ikewise,
the phrase "education  a b o u t  agriculture"  r e f e r s  t o  "practical  agricul-
tural  a r t s , "  o r “ag r i cu l tu ra l  I  iteracy,"  o r  “ gene ra l  educa t i on  i n  agri-
cu I ture."

There  a re  those  i n  the  p ro fess ion  who  be l i eve  voca t i ona l  ag r i cu l -
tu re  p rograms have  ou t l i ved  the i r  use fu lness ,  a re  ou tda ted ,  and  a re  in
need  o f  ma jo r  changes . Others  p ro fess  the  ins t ruc t iona l  p rogram mode l
i s  s t i l l  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  s o u n d - - the  ma jo r  ad jus tmen t  needed  i s  to  re focus
t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  f r o m  t h a t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o
ins t ruc t ion  wh ich  teaches s tudents  those competenc ies  assoc ia ted  w i th

(Con t i nued  on  page  12)
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