
The Value of Supervised Occupational
Experience Programs as Perceived by Students

Douglas A.  Pals ,  Assoc iate Professor
Ag r i cu l t u ra l  and  Ex tens ion  Educa t i on

University  o f  I daho

Accep ted  fo r  Pub l i ca t i on  November  1987

S ince  the  Smi th -Hughes  Ac t  o f  1917 ,  educa to rs  have  be l i eved  tha t
l ea rn ing  th rough  Superv i sed  Occupa t i ona l  Expe r ience  (SOE)  programs is  a
ve ry  e f f ec t i ve  and  mean ing fu l  way  o f  deve lop ing  essen t i a l  occupa t i ona l
competenc ies . Due  to  dec reas ing  numbers  o f  voca t iona l  ag r i cu l tu re  s tu -
dents  part ic ipat ing i n  SOE p rog rams and  the  i nc reased  accoun tab i l i t y
m e a s u r e s  b e i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o  j u s t i f y  e x t e n d e d  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l
agr icu l tu re  ins t ruc tors ,  SOE programs have come under  c lose  scru t iny  in
r e c e n t  y e a r s . A s  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  d o l l a r s  h a s
inc reased ,  the  need  fo r  be t te r  ut iI i za t ion  o f  SOE programs has  become
more  impo r tan t .

W i l l  l a m s  (1979)  f o u n d  t h a t  "SOE  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  s t u -
den ts ,  no t  on l y  i n  the  deve lopment  o f  know ledge  and  sk i l l s ,  bu t  a l so  i n
t he  deve lopmen t  o f  des i r ab le  occupa t i ona l  and  educa t i ona l  a t t i t udes  and
v a l u e s . ” Z u r b r i c k  (1984)  s t a t e d  t h a t  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  s t u d e n t s
m o s t  o f t e n  i n d i c a t e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d
va lues  they  ga ined  f rom conduc t i ng  an  SOE p rog ram.

Th is  i nves t i ga t i on  was  p rompted  by  an  imp l i ca t i on  fo r  t eache r  edu -
ca tors  as  no ted  by  Wi l l iams (1979). H e  i n d i c a t e d  a  n e e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l
r e s e a r c h  t o  i d e n t i f y  b e n e f i t s  o t h e r  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e
f rom voca t iona l  agr i cu l tu re  SOE programs- The o ther  g roups  no ted  were
t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  s t u d e n t s , voca t iona l  agr i cu l tu re  teachers ,
parents, schoo l  admin is t ra tors  and employers .

Purpose  and  Ob jec t i ves

The pr imary  purpose  o f  th is  research  was  to  document  the  va lue  o f
Superv ised  Occupa t iona l  Exper ience  p rograms as  perce ived  by  1981-85  and
1 9 8 6  v o c a t i o n a l  agr icul ture students. The  spec i f i c  ob jec t i ves  were  to :

1. Ident i f y  se lec ted  charac te r is t i cs  o f  1981-85  s tudents  and  1986
s tuden ts  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  Superv i sed  Occupa t iona l  Exper ience .

2 . De te rm ine  the  pe rce ived  bene f i t s  rece ived  from  SOE programs by
past  s tudents  (1981-85 s tudents)  and present  senior  s tudents  (1986 s tu-
d e n t s ) .

3 . De te rm ine  i f  t he re  was  a  d i f f e rence  in  the  pe rce i ved  bene f i t s
rece ived  f rom SOE be tween  the  1981-85  s tuden ts  and  the  1986  sen io r  s tu -
dents.

Methodology

The  popu la t i on  fo r  t he  1981 -85  s tuden ts  o r i g ina ted  f rom a  l i s t  o f
voca t i ona l  ag r i cu l t u re  p rog ram comp le te rs  comp i l ed  by  the  Idaho  D iv i s i on
o f  Voca t l ona i  Educa t i on  i n  Bo i se . The  l i s t  con ta i ned  app rox ima te l y  5000
names s t ra t i f i ed  by  year  o f  g radua t ion . Three hundred names from each
year  were  ob ta ined  by  us ing  the  random number  genera to r  i n  Lo tus  l -2 -3 .
Cur ren t  addresses  cou ld  on ly  be  ob ta ined  fo r  727 ,  thereby  decreas ing  the
samp le  s l ze  f rom 1500  to  727 .
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To ob ta in  a  rep resen ta t i ve  samp le  o f  the  1986  sen io r  s tuden ts ,  a
s t ra t i f ied  sample  was taken based on  the  e igh t  FFA Dis t r i c ts  in  Idaho.
F i f ty - two schoo ls ,  p ropor t loned by  d is t r i c t  and percentage o f  s tudents ,
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  u s i n g  a  s t r a t i f i e d  p r o c e d u r e . T h e  r e s p o n s e  r a t e s  a r e
shown  i n  Tab le  1 .

Table 1

Percent  o f  Responses to  Quest ionna i res

Group Sent

Number Percent

Retu rned Return

1981-85  S tuden ts 727 387 53

1986  S tuden ts 550 365 6 6

T h e  invest igator des igned the  survey  ins t rument  by  mod i fy ing  sur -
veys used by Wil l i ams  (1979)  in  s tud ies  conduc ted  in  Iowa.  T h i s  ques-
t i o n n a l r e  w a s  d e s i g n e d  i n  t w o  p a r t s . In  Par t  I  the respondents  were
g i ven  a  l i s t  o f  50  bene f i t  s ta temen ts  and  were  asked  to  ra te  them on  a  1
t o  9  s c a l e . A  1  i n d i c a t e d  n o  b e n e f i t  from  the  SOE p rog ram,  a  5  i nd i -
ca ted  ave rage  bene f i t , a n d  a  9  i n d i c a t e d  m u c h  b e n e f i t . Part I I was
des igned  to  co l lec t  da ta  on  the  demograph ics  o f  the  responden ts .

A  Cronbach's  A lpha  Re l i ab i l i t y  Coe f f i c i en t  was  compu ted  fo r  t he  two
ques t lonna i res  on  the  dependen t  va r iab les . The 1981-85 s tudent  ques-
t i o n n a i r e  h a d  a  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  .98  a n d  t h e  1 9 8 6  s t u d e n t
ques t i onna i re  a  .97,  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  m i n i m u m  a l p h a  l e v e l  o f  .80  recom-
mended by  Carmines  and  Ze l ie r  (1979) . The  ques t i onna i re  and  cove r  l e t -
te r  were  ma i led  to  the  addresses  comp i led . Two foi low-up mail ings were
made to  the  1981-85  s tudents , a  p o s t c a r d  o n e  w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l
ma i l i ng  and  a  second  ques t ionna i re  two  weeks  la te r . V o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l -
tu re  ins t ruc to rs  admin is te red  the  ques t lonna i re  to  the i r  1986 s tudents .
Fo l  l ow-up  phone  ca l  i s  were  made  to  encourage  the  i ns t ruc to r  t o  admin -
is te r  and re turn  the  quest ionna i res .

A l l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e c e i v e d  f i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  m a i l i n g
(1981-85  s tudents)  were cons idered to  be f rom la te  respondents . Those
rece ived pr io r  to  tha t  were  f rom ear ly  respondents . Research by Goldhor
(1972)  has  shown tha t  la te  respondents  a re  o f ten  s imi la r  to  non- respon-
dents ;  thus ,  one way to  see i f  the  non- respondents  a re  d i f fe ren t  f rom
the respondents  is  th rough la te  respondents .  Late  versus ear ly  respond-
en ts  were  tes ted  fo r  s ign i f i can t  d i f fe rences  us ing  the  Mann-Whi tney  U
t e s t .  On l y  one  bene f i t  i t em was  s igni f icant ly  d i f f e ren t  i n  t he  1981 -85
s tuden ts  a t  the  0 .05  p robab i l  ity.

The  da ta  were  ana lyzed  us lng  the  S ta t i s t i ca l  Package  fo r  t he  Soc ia l
Sc iences (SPSS,  1983) . The  da ta  were  c lass i f i ed  as  o rd ina l  l eve l  data,
t h u s  n o n p a r a m e t r i c  s t a t i s t i c s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  a n a l y z e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e
da ta . Percen tages  were  used  to  ana lyze  demograph ic  da ta . The mean
va lue ,  rank  and  s tandard  dev ia t l on  were  compu ted  fo r  each  bene f i t  i t em,
and the  Mann-Whi tney  U tes t  was  used to  tes t  fo r  s ign i f i can t  d i f fe rences
between the  1981-85  s tudents  and the  1986 s tudents .
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F i n d i n g s

Character is t ics  o f  Respondents

The  da ta  i n  Tab le  2  compare  1981-85  s tuden ts  and  1986  s tuden ts  on
se lected character is t ics .  The two groups were s imi lar  in  severa l  ways.
Over  three- four ths (77.6%)  o f  the  s tudents  had  comple ted  four  years  o f
voca t i ona l  ag r i cu l t u re . Bo th  g roups  were  made  up  o f  86 .2% ma le  s tu -
dents. The  1986  s tuden ts  repor ted  a  10% dec rease  i n  t he  number  l i v i ng
on  fa rms when compared  to  the  1981-85  s tuden ts ,  sugges t ing  tha t  even  in
a rura l  s ta te  like  Idaho  more  and  more  voca t i ona l  ag r i cu l t u re  s tuden ts
are  coming  f rom smal l  ac reages  o r  u rban  homes.

T h e  1 9 8 6  students' cumu la t i ve  g rade  po in t  ave rages  were  lower  than
t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 5  s t u d e n t s  w h i c h  m i g h t  I n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 5  s t u d e n t s
who  had  the  lower  g rade  po in t  ave rages  d id  no t  respond  to  the  ques t ion -
na i re . However ,  the  comparison  o f  the  ear ly  versus I  a te  respondents  d id
no t  de tec t  a  d i f fe rence  In  the  g rade  po in t  ave rages .

Twenty -s ix  percen t  o f  the  1981-85  s tudents  repor ted  they  had  earned
the  Idaho  S ta te  Fa rmer  Degree  wh i l e  18% o f  the  1986  s tuden ts  had  earned
th is  degree ;  however ,  the  1986  s tuden ts  s t i l l  had  ano ther  oppor tun i t y  to
a p p l y  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e . I t  cou  I  d  a l  so  be  a rgued  tha t  t he  S ta te  Fa rmer
Degree  rec ip ien ts  m igh t  be  more  i nc l i ned  to  re tu rn  the  ques t i onna i re ,
thus  a f fec t ing  the  pe rcen tage .

When s tudents  were  asked  to  ind ica te  the i r  ma jo r  t ype  o f  SOE,  50 .8%
o f  t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 5  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  f a r m i n g  ( r a i s i n g  l i v e s t o c k  o r  c r o p s )
and  24 .6% ind ica ted  fa rm work . On ly  39 .6% o f  t he  1986  s tuden ts  i nd i -
ca ted  f a rm ing  wh i l e  36% responded farm work. The 1986 students had a 5%
increase  in  the  number  invo lved  in  agr ibus iness  SOE programs when com-
pared to  the  1981-85 s tudents . The  dec rease  i n  p roduc t i on  t ype  p rog rams
c o u l d  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  f a c e d  i n
r e c e n t  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  I n c r e a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  u r b a n  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n
voca t i ona l  ag r i cu l t u re .

Value of SOE

There  were  50  bene f i t  s ta temen ts  tha t  bo th  the  1981-85  and  1986
student  groups ra ted. The  rank  o rder ,  mean va lues ,  s tandard  dev ia t ions
and  Mann-Wh l tney  U  Tes t  a re  p resen ted  in  Tab le  3 . A l l  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s
had  means  o f  5 .00  (ave rage  bene f i t )  and  above  excep t  f o r  one ,  Comp le te  a
s u c c e s s f u l  4 - H  p r o j e c t  ( 4 . 4 8 ) . The  1986  s tuden ts  ra ted  Improve  schoo l
a t tendance  jus t  be low 5 .00  (4 .94) .

Table 2

Charac te r i s t i cs  o f  Voca t iona l  Agr i cu l tu re  S tuden ts

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c 1981 -85  S tuden ts 1986  S tuden ts Combined
(%) (%) (%)

Number  o f  Years  in  Vo-Aq

Fou r 77.1 78.1 77 .6
Th ree 16 .6 14.8 15.7
T w o 3 .3
O n e 3 .0 E 26’

( tab le  cont inues)
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C h a r a c t e r i s t i c 1981 -85  S tuden ts 1986  S tuden ts Combi ned
(%) (%) (%)

Res idence  Wh i le  in S c h o o l

Farm 64 .6 54 .5 59.6
Rura l 21 .4 26 .2 23 .8
Town or  C i t y 14 .0 19.3 16.7

Gender

Male 85 .6 86 .7 86 .2
Female 14 .2  13.3 13 .7

Cumulative GPA

3.50 -4 .00
3 .oo-3.49
2 .50 -2 .99
2.00-Z .49
be low  2 .00

22 .7
36 .6
31 .3

4 .7
1 .3

19.4
26 .4
36 .2
13 .8

4 .2

21 .l
31 .5
33 .7
10 .8

2 .7

Highest  FFA Degree

American Farmer 1 .9
S ta te  Fa rmer 26 .5
Chapte r  Farmer 42 .5
Greenhand 15 .5
None 13 .5

Major Type of SOE

Farming (L ives tock  or
Crops)

Farm Work
Agr ibusiness
O t h e r

50 .8
24 .6

___--__-------

Current  S ta tus
(Respondents  cou ld  check
more  than  one ;  the re fo re ,
t he  fo l l ow ing  a re  repo r ted
as 1.)

E m p l o y e d  ( f u l l - t i m e )
Se l f -Emp loyed
U n i v e r s i t y
Community College
Unemp I  oyed
O t h e r

1 5 7
46
9 1
3 7
1 2
6 1

Types  o f  Ac t i v i t i es

F F A
Spor ts
Mus i c
Drama
Student Government
4-H
O t h e r

344
273
114

1 : :

l5

17::
50 .4
11 .8
18.1

1 .4
22 .0
46 .5
13.7
15 .8

39.6 45 .2
36 .4 31 .o
10.1 7 .7
13.9 14.4

266
329

9 6

1:;
7 7
7 8
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Table 3

Students' Rankings, Means and Standard Deviations of SOE Benefits

item

Students 1981-85 Students 1986
N= 384 N= 365 Students Combined

Ranka Meanb S D Ranka  Meanb S D Ranka Meanb S D- - -

Opportunity to learn on own
Promote acceptance of responsibility
Develop Independence
Pride in ownership
Learn to appreciate work
Opportunity to make decisions
Ability to recognize talents
Develop good habits
Opportunity  to put plans in action
Encourage learning while earning
Pride in employment
Develop self confidence
Provide opportunity to plan work
Develop initiative
Ability  to cooperate with others
Provide opportunity to solve problems
Learn to establish goals
Develop interest in agriculture
Learn to keep records
Develop skills for farming
Encourage working relationships with other students
Provide Individualized Instruction
Make vo-ag class practical
Learn to use tlme well
Ability to make management decisions

2 7.61 1.66
1 7.62 1.64
5 7.16 1.77
4 7.21 1.78
3 7.22 1.80
9t 7.06 1.82
6 7.12 1.96
7 7.11 1.84
8 7.07 1.87

18t 6.80 2.17
11 6.97 1.94
1 2 6.95 1.96
14 6.92 1.92
17 6.85 1.81
12 6.94 6.86 1.94 1.95

20t 6.73 2.01
10 6.99 2.01
9t 7.06 2.09
23t 6.61 2.23
18t 6.80 1.95
20t 6.73 2.33
1 5 6.88 2.06
26 6.45 2.10
25 6.47 2.18

1 7.45 1.76
2 7.31 1.80
3 7.17 1.71
6 7.04 1.88
7 7.01 1.85
5 7.12 1.73
8 6.99 2.06
9 6.97 2.06

1 4 6.88 1.88
4 7.15 1.97

1:
6.95 1.92
6.93 1.81

13 6.90 1.83
12 6.91 1.69

1:
6.83 1.97
6.76 1.86

1 5 6.86 1.81
24 6.60 1.96
34t 6.38 2.28
1 7 6.80 2.19
25 6.59 2.09
28 6.52 2.10
35 6.37 2.29
18 6.77 1.91
2 1 6.73 1.92

1 7.53 1.71
2 7.47 1.73*
3 7.16 1.74
4 7.13 1.83
5 7.12 1.82
6 7.10 1.78
7 7.05 2.01
8 7.04 1.95

1: 6.98 6.97 2.08' 1.88

11 6.96 1.93
12 6.94 1.89
Et 6.91 6.88 1.75 1.87

14t 6.88 1.96
1 5 6.81 1.90
16 6.80 1.91
17 6.79 1.99*
1 8 6.72 2.21"
19 6.71 2.21
20 6.70 2.02
21 6.63 2.22"
22 6.62 2.20*
23 6.61 2.02
24 6.60 2.06

(table continues)



Students 1981-85 Students 1986
& = 384 .i! = 365 Students Combined

Item Ranka Meanb  S D Ranka Meanb  S D Ranka Meanb  S D- - -

Motivate  to  learn
Develop ability to manage money
Increase part ic ipat ion in FFA
Learn to respect others’  opinions
Develop a good relat ionship with instructor
Develop ci t izenship tra i ts
Develop sk i l ls  for  agr ibusiness
Emphasize f inancial  secur i ty
Ident i fy  career opportunit ies in ag
Increase part ic ipat ion in county fair
I denti f y strengths and weaknesses
Aid in making career choices
Increase chances of earning FFA degrees and awards
Learn to identify problems in farming
Seek a college education
Allow to grow into farming
Al low to grow into agr ibusiness
Develop a good relationship between school and home
Extend education to community
Maintain a good home environment
Learn to communicate well
Develop a better  re lat ionship to parent
Effectively  apply for  a job
Improve school attendance
Complete  a  successful  4 -H project

2 1 6 .68 1 .78 2 9 6 .50 1 .87 2 5
2 8 6 .42 2 .16 2 0 6 .74 1 .99 2 6
1 9 6 .78 2 .24 34t 6 .38 2 .39 2 7
27 6 .44 2 .12 23 6 .62 1 .94 28t
2 2 6 .63 2 .36 30 6 .43 2 .16 28t
2 3 t 6.61 2 .07 33 6 .39 2 .16 29
2 9 6 .21 2 .28 26-t 6 . 54 2 .09 3 0
34 6 .12 2 .20 22 6 .67 2 .05 31t
3 0 t 6 .26 2 .30 26t 6 .54 2.21 31t
2 4 6 .59 2 .83 40 6 .20 2 .76 32
3 1 6 .23 2 .14 2 7 6 .53 1 .99 33
3 2 6 .20 2 .24 3 1 6 .41 2 .19 34
30t 6 .26 2 .58 3 8 6 .30 2 .39 35
3 5 6 .10 2 .32 32 6 .40 2.01 36
3 6 6 .09 2 .50 3 6 6 .35 2 .47 3 7
3 7 5 .99 2 .35 39 6 .22 2 .25 38
4 1 5.81 2.41 3 7 6 .32 2 .03 3 9
3 3 6 .14 2 .22 4 4 5 .87 2 .26 40
4 0 5 .85 2 .33 4 2 5.91 2 .29 4 1
3 9 5 .87 2 .28 4 5 5 .86 2 .27 42t
38 5 .90 2 .40 4 6 5 .84 2 .34 42t
42 5 .72 2.41 43 5 .88 2 .28 43
4 4 5 .13 2.51 4 1 5 .93 2 .44 4 4
4 3 5.41 2 .67 4 7 4 .94 2 .76 4 5
4 5 4 .52 3.21 48 4 .43 3 .12 46

6 .59
6 .58
6 .57
6 .53
6 .53
6 .50
6.41
6 .40
6 .40
6 .39
6 .38
6.31
6 .26
6 .25
6 .22
6 . 1  1
6 .07
6.01
5 .88
5 .87
5 .87
5 .80
5 .53 2 .51”
5 .17 2.72*
4 .48 3 .16

1 .83
2 .08
2.32*
2.01
2.26*
2.11
2 .19
2.14*
2 .56
2 .80”
2 .07
2 .22
2 .49
2 .18
2 .49
2 .30
2 .32”
2 .24
2.31
2 .27
2 .37
2 .34

aRank determined by mean scores. bMeans  on a 1 to 9 sca le .

*Signif  icant  di f ference identif led using the Mann-Whitney U Test,  p<0.05.

w
4 tTie in  rank.



The f i ve  g rea tes t  bene f i t s  rece ived  f rom SOE programs perce ived  by
the  comb ined  g roups  were : (a)  oppo r tun i t y  t o  l ea rn  on  own ,  (b)  p romo te
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  (c) d e v e l o p  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  (d)  p r i d e  i n
ownersh ip ,  (e)  learn  to  apprec ia te  work . The  h i gh  ra t i ngs  p l aced  on  t he
f i ve  bene f i t s  l i s ted  above  sugges t  tha t  the  bene f i t s  ob ta ined  f rom SOE
can  a f fec t  t he  behav lo r  o f  s tuden ts  and  a re  no t  on l y  use fu l  i n  deve lop -
ing  knowledge and sk i l l s  f rom information  lea rned  in  the  c lass room.  In
f a c t ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  r a n k e d  I n  t h e  t o p  t h i r d  a r e  t h e  t y p e  t h a t
a f fec t  the  behav io r  o f  s tuden ts ,  i . e . , a t t i t udes ,  va lues  and  human  re la -
t i o n  s k i l l s . These observat ions  were  very  s imi la r  to  those repor ted by
W i l l i a m s  (1979). A l l  s tuden ts  comb ined  ra ted  the  bene f i t  Deve lop  sk i l l s
fo r  fa rming  (6 .71)  h igher  than Deve lop  sk i  I  I s  fo r  agribusiness  (6.41);
th i s  may  ind ica te  tha t  Idaho  p rog rams emphas ize  p roduc t ion  ag r i cu l tu re
more than agr ibus iness.

S ign i f i can t  d i f fe rences  in  mean scores  were  observed  be tween the
two groups  fo r  13  o f  the  50  benef  I t  i tems. In 9 of those 13 items
t h a t  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t , the  mean was  g rea te r  fo r  the  1981-85
students. The  i t ems  ra ted  s ign i f i can t l y  h ighe r  by  the  1981-85  s tuden ts
were  those  more  eas i l y  recogn ized  a f te r  a  s tuden t  l e f t  h igh  schoo l  and
had  the  oppor tun i t y  to  re f l ec t .  Some o f  these  were :  (a)  p romote  accep t -
ance  o f  respons ib i  I  i t y , (b)  d e v e l o p  i n t e r e s t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  (c) l e a r n
to keep records,  (d)  make vo-ag c lass  prac t ica l ,  and (e)  d e v e l o p  a  g o o d
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  i n s t r u c t o r . The  1986  s tuden ts  p robab ly  d is l i ked  keep-
ing  r e c o r d s  w h i l e  t h e  experience  o f  t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 5  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  r e a l
world  re in fo rced the  impor tance o f  records . Th is  cou I d be one reason
w h y  t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 5  s t u d e n t s  r a t e d  t h i s  b e n e f i t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r .  O n
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  1 9 8 6  s t u d e n t s  r a t e d  E f f e c t i v e l y  a p p l y  f o r  a  j o b
signi f icant ly  h igher  than  the  1981-85  s tudents .

I t  w a s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  r a n k e d  t h e  bene-
f i t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h o m e , schoo l  and  commun i t y  i n  t he  bo t t om th i r d  o f
t h e  b e n e f i t s . T h i s  w a s  t h e  s a m e  o b s e r v a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e
F a r m e r  a n d  C h a p t e r  F a r m e r  D e g r e e  r e c i p i e n t s  i n  t h e  W i l l i a m s  ( 1 9 7 9 )
s t u d y . C a r e e r  t y p e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a l s o  r a n k e d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  t h i r d  o f
t h e  b e n e f i t s . These  i nc l uded : (a)  d e v e l o p  s k i l l s  f o r  a g r i b u s i n e s s ,
(b)  I d e n t i f y  c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  (c) a i d  I n  m a k i n g
career  choices, (d)  s e e k  a  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  (e)  a l l o w  t o  g r o w  i n t o
fa rm ing , a n d  (f)  a l low to  grow in to  agr ibus iness . The fac t  tha t  these
i tems s t i l l  had  an  above-average  ra t ing  re in fo rces  tha t  these  types  o f
ac t i v i t ies  a re  s t i l l  recogn ized as  benef i t s  o f  SOE programs. They were
n o t  r a t e d  a s  h i g h l y  a s  t h o s e  b e n e f i t s  w h i c h  a f f e c t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ’
a t t i tudes ,  va lues  and behav io rs .

S u m m a r y

A  h i gh  pe rcen tage  (86.2%)  o f  the  s tudents  in  the  s tudy  were  ma le .
O v e r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  v o c a -
t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e . The  pe rcen tage  o f  s tuden ts  l i v ing  on  fa rms  had
decreased f rom the 1981-85 s tudents  to  the  1986 s tudents .

F i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 5  s t u d e n t s  m a n a g e d  production-
or len ted  SOE programs compared  to  40% of  the  1986 s tudents . The data
ind ica ted  a  s l i gh t  i nc rease  in  the  number  o f  ag r ibus iness  SOE p rograms
with  the 1986 s tudents .
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T h e  5 0  benefit  i tems were  ra ted  similarly  by  t he  1981 -85  and  1986
student  groups. A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  5 0  b e n e f l t s  w e r e  r a t e d  a s  h a v i n g
a v e r a g e  b e n e f i t  (5.00)  o r  higher  b y  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s . SOE
programs were  perce ived  to  benef i t  the  s tudents  most  in
behav io ra l  a t t i t udes ,

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
va lues  and human re la t ions  sk i l l s . The 1981-85

s t u d e n t s  r a t e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  (a)  p r o m o t e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,
(b)  deve lop  i n te res t  i n  ag r i cu l t u re ,  (c) learn to  keep records,  (d)  make
vo-ag  c lass  p rac t i ca l , a n d  (e)  deve lop  a  good  re la t i onsh ip  w i th  Ins t ruc -
tor  s igni f icant ly  h igher  than  d id  the  1986  s tuden ts .

Recommendations

Teachers  o f  voca t iona l  ag r i cu l tu re , ag r i cu l tu ra l  t eacher  educa to rs
and s ta te  superv isors  shou ld  con t inue  to  p lace  emphas is  on  the  impor -
tance  o f  SOE to  t he  voca t i ona l  ag r  i cu  lture  p rogram. T h e  d a t a  o f  t h i s
s tudy  re in fo rce  the  work  o f  Wi l l iams (1979)  In  Iowa a lmost  10  years  ago.

There  needs  to  be  add i t i ona l  f o l l ow-up  research  conduc ted  on  s tu -
den ts  who  have  g radua ted  f rom voca t iona l  agriculture  and  how they  per -
ce i ve  t he  va lue  o f  SOE. These  da ta  i nd i ca ted  tha t  t he  1981-85  s tuden ts
p e r c e i v e d  a  h l g h e r  b e n e f i t  t h a n  d i d  t h e  1 9 8 6  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  s e v e r a l
ii terns.

More  emphas is  mus t  be  g i ven  to  mak ing  the  SOE p rogram re levan t  to
t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  o r  u r b a n
area . D a t a  f r o m  t h i s  s t u d y  indicated  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  o n
farms Is  cont inu ing  to  decrease. More  SOE research  and SOE cur r lcu  lum
mate r ia l s  deve lopmen t  I s  needed  fo r  t he  non - t rad i t i ona l  s tuden t  I n  voca -
t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .
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