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Agr icu l tu ra l  ex tens ion  educa to rs  a re  con t inua l l y  search ing  fo r  ways
In  wh ich  to  be t te r  se rve  ex tens lon  c l i en te le .  W i thou t  eva lua t i ve  Inpu t
f r o m  e x t e n s i o n  c l i e n t e l e , e x t e n s i o n  professionals  m a y  n o t  k n o w  s t e p s
tha t  shou ld  be  taken  toward  providing  v i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n . Because o f
rap id  changes  in  techno logy ,  va r ious  segments  o f  the  agr i cu l tu ra l  indus-
t r y  i nc l ud i ng  voca t i ona l  agriculture  teachers ,  ex tens lon  educators ,  and
agribusiness  persons shou ld  work  together  to  de l iver  agricultural  e d u c -
t  ion  programs. To  de l i ve r  these  p rograms ef fect ively,  I t  is necessary
to  determine  the  ex ten t  to  wh ich  young fa rmers  use  the  services  o f  t he
v a r l o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a g e n c i e s , particularly  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e n s l o n
program.

Prob I  em

Agricultural  extension  e d u c a t o r s  h a v e  a t  v a r l o u s  times  e x p r e s s e d
tha t  young  fa rmers  have  been  a  neg lec ted  g roup  rega rd ing  the  p rov i -
s i on  o f  educa t i ona l  activities  (Crawfo rd ,  1969 ;  Oparaugo ,  1980 ;  Smi th ,
1980). In  a  s tudy of  factors  affecting  the  es tab l i shment  o f  young  fa rm
operators  in  Iowa,  Crawford  (1969)  found tha t  young fa rm opera tors  were
no t  ac t i ve  in educa t iona l  p rograms tha t  were  primarily  des igned  t o  a l d
them in  mak ing  fa rm managemen t  dec i s ions . Whi le  there  Is  a  genera l  rec -
o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  h e l p  y o u n g  f a r m e r s  ( M a r t i n  & Bla,  1986),  t h e
a u t h o r s  f o u n d  n o  o t h e r  s t u d y  t h a t  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  f a c t o r s
associated with partlclpatlon  of young farmers In agricultural extension
education  a c t l v l t i e s  in I o w a . As a result, a  number  o f  ques t ions  became
inc reas ing ly  re levan t :

1 . How aware  are  young fa rmers  o f  educat lona l  serv ices  o f fe red  by
the  Coopera t i ve  Extension  Serv ice?

2 . How do young fa rmers  become aware  o f  the  serv ices  o f  the  Coop-
eratlve Extension Service?

3 .  What  pe rcep t ions  do  young  fa rmers  have  o f  the  t ype  and  con ten t
o f  t he  cooperative  ex tens ion  educa t iona l  p rograms?

4 . Wha t  channe ls  o f  commun ica t i on  a re  the  mos t  ef fect ive  i n  r each -
ing  young fa rmers?

5 . W h a t  a r e  s o m e  r e a s o n s  f o r  y o u n g  f a r m e r s ’  part ic ipat ion in
extens I on educat ion programs?

Cur ren t  l i t e ra tu re  and  information  were  unava i lab le  to  answer  the
q u e s t i o n s  that continue  t o  b e  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t o r s
including  voca t iona l  agr i cu l tu re  teachers ,  ex tens ion  p ro fess iona ls ,  and
agribusiness  p e r s o n s . There fo re  this  s tudy  was  conduc ted  in  an  a t tempt
to  prov ide some of  the  answers  to  these questions. T h e  n e e d  f o r  t h f s
s tudy  was a lso  based upon the  fac t  tha t  bas ic  information  i s  needed  by
admin is t ra to rs  and  educa to rs  In  o rde r  to  coord ina te  p lann ing  and  con-
duc t ing  educa t lona l  p rograms fo r  the  members  o f  Iowa Young  Farmers  Edu-
cational  A s s o c l a t l o n  (IYFEA).
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Purpose  and  Ob jec t i ves

T h e  primary  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  w a s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  a n a l y z e
selected factors  assoc ia ted wi th  awareness and participation  o f  members
o f  IYFEA in  ag r i cu l tu ra l  ex tens ion  educa t ion  p rograms. A secondary pur-
pose  o f  the  s tudy  was  to  de te rmine  percep t ions  he ld  by  members  o f  IYFEA
regard ing  var ious  agricultural  educa t ion  p rograms o f fe red  by  the  Cooper-
a t l ve  Extension Serv ice .

T h e  specific  objectives  of  the s tudy were as fo l lows:

1 .  To  i den t i f y  se l ec ted  occupa t i ona l  and  demog raph i c  characteris-
t ics  o f  members  o f  IYFEA.

2 . To  i den t i f y  t he  t ypes  o f  con tac t  and  pa r t i c i pa t i on  I n  agricul-
tu ra i  ex tens ion  p rograms by  members  o f  IYFEA.

3.  To  de te rm ine  t he  impo r tance  o f  p rog ram p lann ing  I n  t he  Coope ra -
t i ve  Ex tens ion  Serv ice  as  perceived  by  members  o f  IYFEA.

4 . To  de te rm ine  the  Impor tance  o f  se lec ted  p rog ram a reas  p rov ided
by  the  Cooperative  Ex tens ion  Serv ice  as  perce ived  by  members  o f  IYFEA.

5 . T o  determine  the  impor tance  o f  the  methods  o f  i ns t ruc t ion  used
by  the  Coopera t i ve  Ex tens ion  Serv ice  as  perceived  by  members  o f  IYFEA.

6 . To  Iden t i f y  the  pe rcep t ions  he ld  by  members  o f  IYFEA based  on
se lec ted  demograph i c  i n fo rma t i on .

Procedures

T h e  p o p u i a t l o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  membership  o f  I o w a
Young Farmers  Educa t iona l  Assoc ia t ion  (IYFEA). There were 400 members
o f  t he  I  YFEA i n  1986 . Th is  number  represen ted  a  very  sma l  I  percen tage
(5%) o f  the  fa rmers  in  Iowa be tween the  ages  o f  18  and  40 .  A  survey  o f
app rox ima te l y  30% o f  t he  membersh ip  was  de te rm ined  to  be  app rop r ia te  fo r
qa the r inq  Inpu t  rega rd ing  the  pu rpose  o f  t he  study.  The survey intru-
ment  w a s - f i r s t  distributed  t o  the young  f a r m e r s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Winter
Ins t i tu te  (an  educational  seminar )  o f  the  IYFEA on  Februarv  9 .  1986 .  A
to ta l  o f  51  members  o f  IYFEA comp le ted  the  su rvey  Ins t rument . ’  An  add i -
t i ona l  random samp le  o f  75  members  o f  IYFEA was  d rawn  f rom the  popu la -
t i o n . Ques t i onna i res  were  ma i l ed  the  th i rd  week  i n  Ap r i l ,  1986 .  Fo l -
low-up  le t te rs  were  ma i led  the  th i rd  week  In  May .  Dur ing  the  third  week
o f  June ,  phone  cal Is  to  the remaining  non- respondents  were  made.  Of  the
75  young  fa rmers  in  the  samp le , 6 5  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  m a i l -
i n g . Through fo l  low-up  p rocedures , 41  o f  the  non- respondents  re tu rned
comple ted  ques t lonna i res  fo r  a  f i na l  response  ra te  o f  51 ,  o r  68%.

Independent  + - tes ts  were  used  to  de te rmine  i f  s igni f icant  differ-
ences  ex is ted  be tween the  f i r s t  g roup  who a t tended  the  Win te r  Ins t i tu te
and  the  second  group  o f  young fa rmers  ( the  random sample) . The resu l  t s
o f  the t - tes t  i n d  icated  there  were  no   s ign  if I can t   d i f fe rences  be tween
the two groups. The two respondent  g roups  were  cons idered  to  be  f rom
t h e  s a m p l e  p o p u l a t i o n .

A  s u r v e y  questionnaire  w a s  u s e d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  d a t a . The survey
ins t rument  i nc luded  the  fo i  l ow ing  sec t ions :

1 . Impo r tance  o f  p rog ram p lann ing . Th is  section  Inc luded  twe l ve
activities  used  by  ex tens ion  pe rsonne l  I n  p lann ing  educa t i ona l  p rog rams
for  young farmers.
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2 . Impor tance o f  se lec ted  program areas . T h i s  s e c t l o n  included
s e l e c t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o p i c s  i n  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n ,  c r o p  p r o d u c t l o n ,
and generaI agri cuIture.

3 . impor tance  o f  ex tens ion  methods . T h i s  s e c t l o n  i n c l u d e d  1 7
se lec ted  methods  tha t  a re  common ly  used  by  ex tens ion  personne l  i n  p ro -
v id ing ass is tance to  young farmers .

4 . Demograph i c  I n fo rma t i on . Th i s  sec t i on  i nc luded  se lec ted  demo-
g raph ic  va r iab les  such  as  sex ,  age ,  educa t iona l  l eve l ,  and  income.

5 .  T y p e s  o f  c o n t a c t  a n d  p a r t i c l p a t l o n . T h i s  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d
se lec ted  s ta tements  re la ted  to  the  ex ten t  o f  use ,  leve l  o f  sa t l s fac t fon ,
a n d  l e v e l  o f  participation  in  mee t ings  sponsored  by  ag r i cu l tu ra l  ex ten -
s i o n .

L l k e r t - t y p e  s c a l e s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s :  1  =  n o t
impor tan t ,  2  =  o f  l i t t l e  impor tance ,  3  =  somewha t  impor tan t ,  4  =  impor -
t an t ,  and  5  = very  Impor tan t .

Statlstlcal  p rocedures  y ie lded percentages ,  means,  s tandard  devia-
t lons ,  + - tes ts ,  and one-way ana lys is  o f  va t - lance fo r  var ious  in fo rmat ion
p r e s e n t e d  I n  t h i s  s t u d y . A  reliabliity  e s t i m a t e  (Cronbach  a l p h a )  w a s
computed  fo r  the  Ins t rument ,  and  it  was determi ned  t o  be  app rop r l a te  f o r
t h l s  s t u d y  (.94). A l  l  ana lyses were conducted to  answer  the spec l f  ic
objectives  o f  t h e  s t u d y .

Resul ts

The resu l ts  pertaining  to  demograph l c  I n fo rma t i on  a re  summarized  as
fo l  lows: (a)  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  the  responden ts  were  be tween  20  and  39
years  o f  age;  (b)  the respondents ’
(22.6%  h a d  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e s ) ;

educa t i ona l  l eve l  was  re l a t i ve l y  h i gh

I  i ved  on  the  f a rm ;
(c) t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s

a n d  (d)  overal I ,  the respondents ’  gross Income was
a lso  fa l r i y  h igh  (36 .6% had gross  incomes o f  $50 ,000  o r  above) .

T h e  r e s u l t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t y p e s  o f  c o n t a c t  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  I n
ag r i cu l t u ra l  activities  are summar ized as fo l lows:

1 . N e a r l y  30% o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f i r s t  h e a r d  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e
Extens ion  Serv ice  th rough mass media,  26 .47% f rom fam i  i y  members ,  and
24.51% f rom f r iends/ne ighbors .

2 . The  ma jo r i t y  (82 .23%)  o f  t he  responden ts  i nd i ca ted  tha t  t hey
had  par t i c ipa ted  In  mee t ings  sponsored  by  the  Coopera t i ve  Ex tens ion
Serv ice . On l y  10% had  never  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  mee t ings  sponsored  by  the
Cooperative Ex tens fon  Serv ice .

3 . S e v e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e
satisfied  or very satisfied  w l th  se rv i ces / in fo rmat ion  p rov ided  by  ex ten-
s i o n  s e r v i c e . Only  8  respondents  (7.84%)  i nd i ca ted  tha t  t hey  were  dis-
sat i s f led  wf th  the  serv ices / In fo rmat ion  p rov lded  by  the  ex tens ion  serv-
Ice ,  and  18  responden ts  (17 .64%)  i nd i ca ted  tha t  t hey  had  no  op in ion .

The  resu l t s  pe r ta in ing  t o  t he  impor tance  o f  p rog ram p lann lng  In  t he
Cooperative  E x t e n s i o n  Service  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h r e e  p l a n n i n g  activities
r e c e i v e d  a  r a t i n g  o f  4  o r  h i g h e r . T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
ana l yze  f a rm lng  community  s i t ua t i on  (mean  =  4 .151 ,  unders tand  and  pro-
v lde  educa t l ona l  p rog rams  to  mee t  educa t l ona l  needs  (mean  =  4.08),  a n d
p l a n  a n d  p r e p a r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  activities  (mean =  4 .03) .
activities  were  ra ted  be tween  3 .44  and  3 .97  (Tab le  1).

T h e  remaining
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Tab le  1

Means ,  S tandard  Dev ia t ions ,  and  Rank ings  Regard ing  Leve l  o f  Impor tance

o f  Program P lann ing  as  Perce ived  by  Iowa Young  Farmers  (N = 102)

Rank A c t i v i t i e s
V a l i d
Cases Mean SD-

1

2

6

7

8

9

1 0

11

1 2

Ana l yze  f a rm lng  commun i t y  s i t ua t i on  t o
i d e n t i f y  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s

Unders tand  and  p rov ide  educa t i ona l  p rog rams
t o  m e e t  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s

P lan  and  p repa re  educa t i ona l  activities

Dete rm ine  p r io r i t i es  o f  community  needs

Rev iew pas t  p rograms to  Iden t i f y  the i r
strengths and weaknesses

Train  coun ty  ex tens ion  counc i l  to  per fo rm
t h e i r  j o b s

Iden t i f y  commun i t y  resources ,  fac i l i t i es
and serv ices to  assist w i th  ex tens ion  p ro -
grams

P l a n  practical  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t a r -
g e t  audiences

Iden t i f y  aud ience  fo r  spec i f i c  p rog rams

Iden t i f y  and  i nvo l ve  app rop r i a te  commun i t y
l eade rs  i n  t he  p rog ram deve lopmen t

P l a n  activities  t o  h e l p  individual  c l i e n t e l e
w i t h  p r o b l e m s

Invo l ve  coun ty  ex tens ion  counc i l  i n  t he
program deve lopment  p rocess

1 0 2 4 .15 .86

1 0 0 4 .08 .87

1 0 0 4 .03 .85

101 3 .97 .85

1 0 2 3 .90 .90

98 3 .87 1 .05

1 0 1

1 0 0

100

101

99

1 0 1

3 .80 .88

3 .79 .95

3.77 .96

3 .69 .97

3 .65 .96

3 .44 .99

T h e  r e s u l t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  irrportance  o f  s e l e c t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l
program a r e a s  I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  f o u r  t o p i c s  i n  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n
rece i ved  a  ra t i ng  o f  4  o r  h ighe r  on  a  5-point  sca le . These  topics  were
a s  f o l l o w s : p r o d u c t i o n  r e c o r d s  (4.16), m a r k e t i n g  o f  I  livestock  (4.14),
p r o d u c t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t  (4.04), a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  diseases ( 4 . 0 1 ) . T h e
remaining  top ics  in  l i ves tock  were  ra ted  be tween  3 .59  and  3 .87  (Tab le
2). F ive  top ics  in  c rop  p roduc t ion  rece ived  a  rating  o f  4  o r  h ighe r  on
a  5 - p o i n t  s c a l e . These top ics were as fo l lows: marke t ing  o f  c rops
(4.26), p r o d u c t i o n  r e c o r d s  (4.06),  a n d  s o l  I f e r t i I  ity  ( 4 . 0 1 ) . T h e
rema in ing  top i cs  in c rop  p roduc t ion  were  ra ted  be tween  3 .63  and  3 .91
( T a b l e  3).
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Table 2

Means ,  S tandard  Dev ia t ions ,  and  Rank ings  Regard ing  Leve l  o f  Impor tance

o f  Se lec ted  Top i cs  in L ivestock Production  as  Perce ived  by  Iowa Young
F a r m e r s  (N =  102)

Rank T o p i c
V a l i d
Cases M e a n SD-

Produc t ion  Records
Marke t ing  o f  L ives tock
Product I on Management
Hea l th  and D iseases
Herd Records
Feeds and Feed1  rtg
B r e e d i n g  a n d  Reproduction
Use o f  Computer

93

2:
95
94

9”:
94

4 .16 .86
4 .14 .85
4 .04 .79
4.01 .86
3 .87 .91
3 .86 .87
3.81 .92
3 .59 1 .07

T a b l e  3

Means ,  S tandard  Deviations,  and  Rank lngs  Regard ing  Leve l  o f  Impor tance
o f  Se lec ted  Top ics  In  Crop  Produc t ion  as  Perceived  by  Iowa Young Farmers
(N = 102)

Rank Topic
Val Id
Cases M e a n S D-

Market lng  o f  Crops
Produc t ion  Records
Production Management
Chemical  S a f e t y
S o i l  F e r t i l i t y
Pests and Diseases of  Crops
Crop Pestici des
New Crop Varieties
Use of  Computers

98

;a9

2
99
99
98
98

4 .26 .80
4 .14 .76
4 .12 .75
4 .06 .91
4.01 .95
3.91 .92
3 .78 .97
3 .70 .93
3 .63 1 .05

The  resu l t s  pe r ta in ing  to  the  impor tance  o f  t he  me thods  o f  instruc-
tion  u s e d  b y  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s l o n  Service  indicated  t h a t  t h e
highest  ra ted  method  was  loca l  commun i ty  meet ings  (3 .82) .  Two Ins t ruc -
t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  t i e d  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  r a t i n g : newspaper  ar t i c les  and
county  meet lngs  (3 .73) . T h e  remai ni ng  methods  were  ra ted  be tween  3 .04
a n d  3 . 7 2  ( T a b l e  4).

The respondents were very  s  imiIar  i  n  the l r  pe rcep t ions  regard -
i ng  t he  impo r tance  o f  p rog ram p lann ing  when  they  we re  g rouped  and  com-
pared ,  based  on  se lec ted  demographic  var lab les  o ther  than sex . Fema I  e
r e s p o n d e n t s  r a t e d  five  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  significantly  h i g h e r  t h a n
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Table 4

Means ,  S tandard  Dev ia t ions ,  and  Rank ings  Regard ing  Leve l  o f  Impor tance
o f  Se lec ted  Methods  Used by  Ex tens ion  Service  as  Perce ived  by  Iowa Young

F a r m e r s  (N  =  102)

Rank Methods
V a l i d
Cases M e a n SD-

1
2

i
4
6
7
:

:P
1 2
1 3

1’54

L o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g s
Newspaper  ar t ic les

County Newsletters meetings
Demonst ra t ions
Bul  letins
Area  mee t l ngs
Rad Tours i o

p rog rams

Television Farm visits prog rams
Use o f  compute r
Educa t i ona l  d i sp lays

Offlce Self study conferences
State meet I ngs
Te lephone  con fe rences

98 3 .82 .92
99 3 .73 .87

9 7  9 9 3.73 3.72 1 .oo .90
9 8 3 .72 .83
99 3 .63 .92
98 3 .60 .98
9 9  9 8 3.59 3.49 .55  .85

9”: 3.45 3.48 1.04 1.02
98 3 .35 1 .12
9 8 3.31 .94

9 8  9 8 3.27 3.09 1 .96  .oo
98 3 .07 .88
9 8 3 .04 1 .04

male  respondents . These ac t i v i t ies  were : identify  community  r e s o u r c e s ,
d e t e r m l n e  priorities, unders tand  and  p rov lde  educa t lona l  p rog rams,  p re -
pa re  educa t iona l  ac t i v i t i es , a n d  p l a n  l e a r n i n g  activities.

The respondents  were very  similar  i n  the i r  pe rcep t ions  regard ing
the  Impor tance  o f  p rogram areas  when  they  were  g rouped  and  compared
based on se lec ted  demograph lc  va r iab les ,  o the r  than  age  and  sex . Most
o f  t h e  o b s e r v e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n v o l v e d  G r o u p  3  (40  y e a r s  o r  o v e r )  which
consistently  ra ted  the  impor tance  o f  t he  p rog ram a reas  lower  than  o the r
groups. Female  respondents  ra ted  l i ves tock  p roduc t ion  and  hor t i cu l tu re
s igni f icant ly  h lgher  than  ma le  respondents .

T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  v e r y  similar  in  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  r e g a r d i n g
the  impo r tance  o f  extension  methods  when  g rouped  and  compared ,  based  on
se lec ted  demograph lc  va r lab les  o the r  than  age  and  sex . M o s t  o f  t h e
o b s e r v e d  differences  I n v o l v e d  G r o u p  3  (40  y e a r s  o r  o v e r )  w h i c h  con-
sistently  ra ted  the  impor tance  o f  ex tens ion  me thods  l ower  than  o the r
groups. Fema le  responden ts  ra ted  educa t lona l  displays,  state meetings,
and use o f  computers  s igni f icant ly  h igher  than  ma le  respondents .

Conclusions

The  responden ts  seemed to  have  a  fa i r l y  h igh  leve l  o f  awareness  o f
the  Coopera t l ve  Ex tens lon  Serv ice . They  a l so  seemed  to  have  a  f a i r l y
h igh  leve l  o f  sa t i s fac t ion  w i th  the  se rv i ces / in fo rmat ion  p rov ided  by  the
Cooperative  Ex tens lon  Serv ice .
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The respondents indicated that  act iv i t ies of  program plannlng were
important . The three activity  i tems rated most important ,  in descending
order ,  were : analyze farming community situation, understand and pro-
vide educat ional  programs,  and plan and prepare educat ional  activities.

The respondents placed a very hlgh prior i ty rat ing on educational
programs on marketing,  production records,  and production management.
The respondents a I so i ndi cated  that the h ighest rated methods of commu-
nicat ion included local  community  meet ings,  newspaper  ar t ic les,  and
county meeti ngs.

Implications  and Recommendations

Understanding the prof i  le  of characteristics  of the part icipants in
terms of  who part ic ipates and reasons for  part ic ipat ion is  important  for
those concerned with the process of  planning educat ional  programs for
the members of IYFEA.

High priority  rating  for  act iv i t ies  which should be considered for
successful  program planning ref lects the need for  some other considera-
t ions, such as  coordination  and cooperat ion among agencies,  program
planners, and the members of IYFEA.

High priori ty rat ing for educatlonal programs in l ivestock  produc-
t ion and crop production ref lects the current situation among the mem-
bers of  IYFEA. Some of  the potential  educational  topics included mar-
keting,  production management,  and production records.  This Information
was consistent  with a study conducted by Mart ln and Bia 11986) . These
authors indicated that  Iowa young and adult  farmers placed high priority
rat ings on educational  programs on market ing,  plannlng,  and management.

I t  appears from this study that extenslon program plannlng should
be approached primarily  from the point  of  the cl ientele served,  and sec-
ondarf  ly  from a subject  matter  point  of  v iew.  The Cooperat ive  Extension
Serv ice  should  increase the  involvement  of  members of  IYFEA In  planning
and conducting educational  programs. Training should be conducted for
extension personnel  on how to  Involve local  people. Tralning should be
made avai lable for  young farmers so they can contr ibute more to exten-
sion programing. Extension professionals,  young farmers,  and IYFEA
leaders should identify  and pr lor i t ize educat ional  needs. Educational
programs should be planned and/or revised  for present and future young
farmers to emphasize the educat ional  topics with the highest  priority
(i.e.,  production records,  marketing,  and production management) .

Because most of  the signif icant differences In the rat ings of the
Importance of  program planning,  program areas,  and extension methods
were attr ibuted to the df  f  ferences of  sex and age,  i t  Is  Important  to
consider  these factors when planning and conducting  educat lonal  programs
for members of IYFEA.

Local  meet ings, county meetings, and newspaper articles  are methods
that should be used in planning educational  programs for young farmers.

The results of this  study should be shared with extension adminis-
t rators,  IYFEA leaders,  Iowa young farmers, and indiv iduals  responsible
for planning  and provid lng serv ices for  them.

In summary, results obtained from this study revealed information
regarding  chat-acter lst lcs,  types of  contact  and participation,  and needs
of Iowa young farmers. These results  are important  for  extension educa-
tors to be responsive to the needs of  young farmers In Iowa.
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